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EXPULSION OF CONGRESS FROM PHILADEL. ed by the disorderly and menacing appearance ofa body 
PHIA. ‘of armed soldiers about the place within which Congress 
Some months subsequent to the signing of the preli- were assembled, and the peace of this city being endan- 
minary articles of Peace, General Greene, in order to |gered by the mutinous disposition of the said troops 
spare the Pennsylvanians the fatigues of a tedious march, | in the barracks, it is, in the opinion of Congress, neces- 
and to save expense to the United States, engaged a | sary that effective measures be immediately taken for 
letter-of marque belonging to Rhode Island, to transport | supporting the public authority. 
two companies of that line to Philadelphia. A change | tesolved, That the committee, on a letter from colonel 
of climate being considered as necessary to the re-es- | Butler, be directed to confer, without loss of time, with 
tablishment of my health, which was at that period much | the supreme executive council of Pennsylvania, on the 
impaired, I obtained permission to embark with- them, | practicability of carrying the preceding resolutions into 
promising to await the General’s arrival in that city, | effect; and that in case it shall appear to the committee 
where he expected to have much business to transact | that there is not a satisfactory ground for expecting ade- 
with Congress. We arrived at a most important mo- | quate and prompt exertions of this state for supporting 
ment. As our troops disembarked, a considerable num- | the dignity of the federal government, the president on 
ber of mutineers of their own line, from Lancaster, sur- | the advice of the committee be authorised and directed 
rounded the Hall of Congress, demanding the prompt | to summon the members of Congress to meet on Thurs- 
settlement of their accounts, and threatening vengeance | day next at Trenton or Princeton, in New Jersey, in or- 
in case of refusal, or even an attempt to procrastinate | der that further and more effectual measures may be 
the consideration of their claims. It was my misfortune | taken for suppressing the present revolt, and maintain- 
to witness this outrage, and to find, that too many of | ing the dignity and authority of the United States. 
the men, who had returned with honour from the south, Hsekod That the secretary at war be directed to’ 
forsook their officers to join the disaffected, and support | communicate to the commander in chief the state and 
their unwarrantable proceedings. Violence was now | disposition of the said troops, in order that he may take 
increased to so high a pitch, that General Hamilton, at | immediate measures to despatch to this city such foree 
the time a member of the National Legislature, having | as he may judge expedient for suppressing any distarb- 
fruitlessly endeavoured, by expostulation, to subdue the | ances that may ensue. [Journals of Congress, 
wrath of the revolters, and moderate the extravagance | — 
of their demands, joined his colleagues in the Hall of | A number of soldiers, about three hundred, of the 
their deliberations, and calmly advised them ‘‘to think | Pennsylvania line, with their arms, and without their 
of eternity, since he confidently believed, that within the | officers, assembled at the State House, where Congress 
space of an hour, not an individual of their body would | and the Executive Council of Pennsylvania sit; but it 
be left alive: The supineness of the authorities of the | was on a day (Saturday) which Congress do not sit; and 
state, under these circumstances, was the cause of gene- | they were adjourned from the evening before until Mon- 
ral astonishment. It was said, that Gen. Reed, and many | day. The intended application of the men was to the 
distinguished military characters, indignant at the treat- | Executive Council, and not to Congress; and perhaps 
ment offered to the National Representatives, strongly | their coming with their arms is to be attributed to their 
urged the calling out of the militia, volunteering their | never having gone without them, or that they wore 
services, and pledging themselves, by a decisive blow, | them only as ensigns of their services, and not with any 
to restore tranquillity. Governor Dickenson, however, | hostile intention towards any body, much less towards 
was determined to avoid violent measures; and as dan- Congress, who had proceeded even to a degree of anx- 





ger was inseparable from delay, Congress, during the | icty in recommending and expressly pressing on the se- 
night, left the city for Princeton. ‘The mutineers, with | veral states, the adoption of measures for the reward of 
increasing insolence, now threatened to take the law | the army. 

into their own hands, and to satisfy their claims from the | Congress conceived the dignity of the union some- 
spoils of the Bank. The menace at once electrified | what touched upon by the appearance of an armed body 
every bosom; and it appeared every man’s concern, to | not under command, and as measures were not so imme- 
render the threat abortive. The whole city were in- | diately entered into by the state for preventing it, as 
stantaneously in arms, and in a few hours, the insurgents | Congress conceived the dignity, (not the danger) of the 
were either dispersed or prisoners. To their honour it | case required, they adjourned their next meeting to 
should be known, that Major James Hamilton of the | Princeton. : , 

ist Pennsylvania Regiment; (recently arrived from the | Our correspondent concludes, with remarking, that if 
army of General Greene,) and Captain Bond, who com- | the king of England was to withdraw every time he 
manded the troops from the south, immediately landed, | conceives himself affronted, he would long before now 
used every exertion to check these disgraceful pro- | have been in Hanover; but he is used to them. And it 
ccedings, till frenzy increased to such a height, that to | is very remarkable, that our American tumults (if they 
save them from assassination, their friends compelled | may be called tumults,) are the most orderly, quiet, 
them to retire. harmless and peaceable, of any in the world. We are 

(Garden’s Anecdotes of the Revolutionary War | now as still again as ever. [Pennsylvania Packet. 


Resolutions of Congress. June 21,1783. By his Excellency Evtas Bovninot, Esq. President of 
ftesolved, That the president and supreme executive the United States in Congress assembled. 
council of Pennsylvania, be informed that the authority A PROCLAMATION. 


of the United States haying been this day grossly insult- | Whereas a body ofarmed soldiers in the service of the 
Vor. IL 35 
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United States, and quartered in the barracks of this city, 
having mutinously renounced their obedience to their 
officers, did, on Saturday the twenty-first day of this in- 
stant, proceed, under the direction of their serjeants, 
ina hostile and threatening manner to the place where 
Congress was assembled, and did surround the same with 
guards: And whereas, Congress in consequence thereof, 
did on the same day resolve, “ That the President and 
Supreme Executive Council of this state should be in- 
formed, that the authority of the United States, having 
been, that day, grossly insulted by the disorderly and 
menacing appearance of a body of armed soldiers, about 
the place within which Congress were assembled; and 
that the peace of this city being endangered by the mu- 
tinous disposition of the said troops thenin the barracks; 
it was, in the opinion of Congress, necessary, that effec- 
tual measures should be immediately taken for support- 
ing the public authority: And also, whereas Congress 
did at the same time, appoint a committee to confer 
with the said President and Supreme Exccutive Council 
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| executive council of Pennsylvania, through their dele- 
| gates, having on the 19th of June made a verbal report, 
and on the 20th of the same month a report in writing, 
| and the written repert being on the SOth recommitted. 
| that they might amend it, by adding thereto their yer- 
| bal report, and the report being this day brought in 
| with the amendment: 
Ordered, That it be entered on the journal. 
The report is as follows: 
The committee to whom were referred the letters and 
| papers communicated to Congress by the executive 
| council of Pennsylvania, through their delegates, re- 
port, 
That they had a conference yesterday, as directed, 
| with the supreme executive council, in which, in the 
first instance, the propriety of calling out a detachment 
of militia to intercept the mutineers on their march 
from Lancaster, was proposed to the council, suggest- 
ing the danger of their being suffered with impunity to 
| join the troops in the barracks, who a few days before 


on the practicability of carrying the said resolution into | had manifested a dangerous spirit by an insolent and 
due effect; and also, whereas the said committee have | threatening message sent to Congress in the name of a 
reported to me, that they have not received satisfactory | board of serjeants, and who it was apprehended would 
assurances for expecting adequate and prompt exertions | be ready to make common cause with those on their 


of this state for supporting the dignity of the federal 
government: And also, whereas, the said soldiers still 
continue in a state of open mutiny and revolt, so that 
the dignity and authority of the United States would be 
constantly exposed to a repetition of insult, while Con- 
gress shall continue to sit in this city. I do therefore, 
by and with the advice of the said committee, and ac- 
cording to the powers and authorities in me vested for 


this purpose, hereby summon the Honourable the De- | 
legates composing the Congress of the United States, | 


and every of them, to meet in Congress on Thursday the 
26th of June, instant, at Princeton, in the state of New 
Jersey, in order that further and more effectual measures 
may be taken for suppressing the present revolt, and 
maintaining the dignity and authority of the United 
States, of which all officers of the United States, civil 
and military, and all others whom it may concern, are 


desired to take notice, and govern themselves accord- | 


ingly. 

Given under my hand and seal at Philadelphia, 
in the state of Pennsylvania, this twenty- 
fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred & eighty-three, 
and of our sovereignty and independence the 
seventh. 


ELIAS BOUDINOT. 

Attest—Samvex Strerett, Private Secretary. 

ProceEepIncs or Concress. 
Princeton. T'uesday, July 1, 1783. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Ha- 
rnilton, Mr. Ellsworth, and Mr. Bland, to-whom was re- 
ferred a motion of Mr. Hamilton. 

Resolved, That Major General Howe be directed to 
march such part of the force under his command, as 
he shall judge necessary, to the state of Pennsylvania, 
in order that immediate measures may be taken to con- 
fine and bring to trial all such persons belonging to 
the army as have been principally active in the late mu- 
tiny, to disarm the remainder, and to examine fully into 
all the circumstances relating thereto. 


| march for mutinous purposes. That the couneil hav- 
ing shown a reluctance to call out any part of the mili- 
| tia, expressing an opinion that they would not be willing 
to act, till some outrage should have been committed by 
| the troops: there appeared to the committee no alter- 
native but to endeavour to dissuade the mutineers from 
coming to town, and if they failed in that attempt, to 
make ust of expedients to prevent the troops in the 
barracks from joining in any excesses, and to induce the 
detachment from Lancaster to return to that place. 
That in this view, and at their desire, the assistant se- 
cretary at war met the detachment then on its march 
‘to the city, and endeavoured to engage them to return 
to the former place, urging the considerations contained 
_in the annexed instructions to him, but the said detach- 
ment persisted in their intention of coming to this'city, 
/and arrived here this morning. ‘That upon conferring 
| with the superintendent of finance, they find there is:a 
| probability that the paymaster general, to whom the 
settlement of the accounts of the army has been com- 
mitted, and who having all the documents in his pos- 
| session, can alone execute the business with propriety, 
| will shortly arrive from the army, and will immediately 
| enter upon a settlement with the troops in this state; 
| that in the mean time measures will be taken to prepare 
the business for a final adjustment. That there will 
immediately be sent to Lancaster, a sum of money to be 
paid to the troops on account of the month’s pay here- 
| tofore directed to be advanced to them, the payment of 
| which has hitherto been delayed by particular circum- 
stances, together with notes for three months pay, in- 
| tended to be advanced to the men when furloughed. 
| That they have desired this information to be transmit- 
| ted to the commanding officers here, and:at Lancaster, 
| with this declaration, that the corps stationed at Lancas- 
ter, including the detachment, can only be settled with 
| or paid at that place. 


The instructions to Major Jackson. 


Srr, 


Information having been received, that a detachment 
of about eighty mutineers, are on their way from Lan- 


That in the execution of the foregoing resolution, if | caster to this place, you will please to proceed to meet 


any matters shall arise which may concern the civil ju- 
risdiction, or in which its aid may be necessary, applica- 
tion be made for the same to the executive authority of 
the state. 

That the executive of Pennsylvania be informed of the 
foregoing resolutions, and requested to afford their as- 
sistance whensoever the same shall be required. 

"Fhe committee, consisting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ells- 


om and to endeavour by every prudent method to 
| engage them to return to the post they have left. You 
| will inform them of the orders that have been given, 

permitting them to remain in service till their accounts 

shall have been settled, if they prefer it to being fur- 
| loughed, and of the allowance of pay which has been 
| made to the army at large, and in which they are about 
|to be included. You will represent to them that their 





worth, and Mr. Peters, to whom were referred a letter | accounts cannot be settled without their officers whom 
of the 17th June, from colonel R. Butler, at Lancaster, they have left behind them at Lancaster. You will repre~ 
and sundry papers communicated to Congress by the | sentto them with coolnessbut energy, the impropriety of 
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such irregular proceedings, and the danger they will 
run by persisting in an improper conduct. You will as- 
sure them of the best intentions in Congress to do them 
justice, and of the absurdity of their expecting to pro- 
cure it more effectually by intempcrate proceedings. 


You will point out to them the tendency which such pro- | 


ceedings may have to raise the resentments of their 
country, and to indispose it to take effectual measures 
for their relief. In short, you will urge every consider- 
ation in your power to induce them to return, at the 
same time avoiding whatever may tend to irritate. If 
they persist in coming to town, you will give the earli- 
est notice to us of their progress and disposition. Should 
they want provisions, you will assure them of a supply, 
if they will remain where they are, which you are to 
endeavour to persuade them to do, in preference to 
coming to town. 
T am, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
A. HAMILTON, 
In, behalf of the Committee. 
Philadelphia, June 19, 1783. 
Major Jackson, Assist. Secretary at War. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Hamilton and Mr. 
Eliswerth, appointed on the 2ist of June, to confer 
with the supreme executive council of Pennsylvania, on 
the practicability of taking effectual measures to support 
the public authority, having delivered in a report: 

Ordered, ‘That it be entered on the journal. 

The Report is as follows: 

‘The committee appointed to confer with the su- 


preme executive council of Pennsylvania, on the praeti- j 


cability of taking effectual measures to support the pub- 
lic authority, in consequence of the disorderly and me- 
nacing appearance of a body of armed soldiers sur- 
rounding the place where Congress were assembled, on 
Saturday the 21st instant, beg leave to report; 

That they had a conference the morning following 
with the supreme executive council, agreeably to the 
intention of Congress, and having communicated their 
resolutions on that subject, informed the council, that 
Congress considered the proceeding on which that reso- 
lution was founded, of so serious a nature, as to render 
palliatives improper, and to require that vigorous mea- 
sures’should be taken to put a stop to the further pre- 
gress of the evil; and to compel submission on the part 
of the offenders. That in this view they had thought 
it expedient to declare to the executive of the state in 
which they reside, the necessity of taking effectual 
measures for supporting the public authority. hat 
though they had declined a specification of the mea- 
sures which they would deem effectual, it was their 
sense, that anumber of the militia should be immediate- 
ly called cut sufficient to suppress the revolt. 


petition of the insult, had suspended their ordinary de- 


liberations in this city, till proper steps should be taken | 


to provide against the possibility of it. 

The council, after some conversation, informed the 
committee, that they would wish, previous to a determi- 
nation, to ascertain the state and disposition of the mili- 
tia, and to consult the officers for that purpose. 

The day following the committee waited upon the 

council for their final resolution, having previously pre- 
senteda letter addressed to his excellency the president, 
of which a copy is annexed, requesting the determina- 
tion of the Council in writing. 
_ The council declined a written answer, alleging that 
4 had been unusual on similar occasions; that they were 
unwilling to do any thing which might appear an inno- 
vation in the manner of conducting conferences between 
their body and committees of Congress; adding. how- 
ever, that they were ready to give their answer in 
writing, if Congress should request it. They then pro- 
ceeded to a verbal answer, in substance as follows: 

That the Council had a high respect for the represen- 
tative sovereignty of the United States, and were dis- 
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posed to do every thing in their power to support its 
dignity. ‘That they regretted the insult which had 
happened, with this additional motive ef sensibility, that 
they themselves had a principal share in it. That 
they had consulted a number of well-informed officers of 
the militia, and jound that nothing in the present state 
of things was to be expected from that quarter. That 
the militia of the city in general, were not only ill pro- 
| vided for service, but disinclined to act upon the pre. 
sent occasien. ‘That the council did not believe any 
exertions were to be looked for from them, except in 
case of further outrage and actual violence to persons 
or property. ‘That in such case a respectable body of 
citizens would arm for the security of their property 
and of the public peace; but it was to be doubted what 
measures of outrage would produce this effect; and in 
| particular it was not to be expected merely from a repe- 
| tition of the insult which had happened. 
The council observed that they thought it their duty 
|f communicate their expectations with candour, and 
passed from the subject of the practicability of vigorous 
measures to the policy ofthem. They stated that Gen- 
eral St. Clair, with the approbation of several members 
of Congress and of council, had, by a declaration in 
writing, permitted the mutineers to choose a commit- 
tee of commissioned officers torepresent their griev- 
ances to council, and had authorised them to expect 
that a conference would be allowed for that purpose. 
That it was said the mutineers began to be convinced of 
their error, and were preparing submissions. That from 
the steps which had been taken, the business seemed 
to be in a train of negotiation; and that it merited consi- 
deration, how far it would be prudent to terminate the 
matter in that way rather than employ coercive means. 

The committee remarked with respect to the scruple 
about giving an answer in writing, that they could not 
forbear differing in opinion as to its propriety. That 
nothing was more common than written communica- 
tions between the executives of the different states, and 
the civil and military officers acting under the authority 
of the United States; that fora much stronger reason 
there was a propriety in this mode of transacting busi- 
| ness between the council and a committee of the body 
of Congress. ‘That indeed it would be conformable to 
the most obvious and customary rules of proceeding, 
and that the importance of the present occasion made it 
desirable to give every transaction the greatest preci- 
sion. 

With respect to the practicability of employing the 
| militia, the committee observed, that this was a point of 
which the council was alone.competent to judge. That 
the duty of the committee was performed in explicitly 
_ signifying the expectations of Congress. 

And with respect to the policy of coercion, the com- 
mittee remarked, that the measures taken by Congress 
clearly indicated their opinion, that the excesses of the 
mutineers had passed the bounds within which a spirit 
‘of compromise might consist with the dignity, and even 
‘the safety of government. ‘That impunity for what had 
happened might encourage to more flagrant proceed- 
ings, invite others to follow the example and extend the 
mischief. That the passiveness of conduct observed to- 
wards the detachment which had mutinied at Lancaster, 
and come to the city in defiance of their officers, had, 
no doubt, led to the subsequent violences. ‘That these 
considerations had determined Congress to adopt deci- 
sive measures. ‘That besides the application to the 
state in which they reside, for its immediate support, 
they had not neglected other means of ultimately exe- 
| cuting their purpose, but had directed the commander 
iin chief to march a detachment of troops towards the 
city. That whatever moderation it might be pradent to 
exercise towards the mutineers, when they were once in 
| the power of government, it was necessary, in the first 
instance, to place them in that situation. That Con- 
gress would probably continue to pursue this object un- 
' less it should be superseded by unequivocal demonstra- 














tions of submission on the part of the mutineers. That | mittee had the most distant intention to insinuate that 


they had hitherto given no satisfactory evidence of this 
disposition, having lately presented the officers they 
had chosen to represent their grievances, with a formal 
commission in writing, enjoining them if necessary, to 
use compulsory means for redress, and menacing them 
with death, in case of their failing to exccute their 
views. 

Under this gtate of things the committee could not for- 
bear suggesting to the council, that it would be expe- 
dient for them so to qualify the reception which they 
should think proper to give to any propositions made 
by the mutineers, as not to create embarrassments, 
should Congress continue to act on the principle of co- 
ercion. 

The committee finding that there was no satisfactory 
ground to expect prompt and adequate exertions on 
the part of the executive of this state, for supporting 
the public authority, were bound by the resolution un- 
der which they acted, to advise the president to summon 


Congress to assemble at Princeton or Trenton on Thurs- | 


day the 26th instant. 

Willing however to protract the departure of Con- 
gress as long as they could be justified in doing it, still 
hoping that further information would produce more de- 
cisive measures on the part of the council, and desirous 
of seeing what complexion the intimated submissions 
would assume, they ventured to defer advising the re- 
moval till the afternoon of the day following, that on 
which the answer of council was. given. But having 
then received no further communication from the coun- 


cil, and having learnt from General St. Clair, that the | 


submissions proposed to be offered by the mutineers, 
through the officers they had chosen to represent them, 
were not of a nature sufficiently explicit to be accepted 
or relied on—That they would be accompanied by new 
demands, to which it would be improper to listen; that 
the officers themselves composing the committee had 
shown a mysterious reluctance to inform General St. 
Clair of their proceedings; had refused, in the first in- 
stance, to do it, and had afterwards only yielded to a 
peremptory demand on his part—The committee could 
no longer think themselves at liberty to delay their ad- 
vice for an adjournment, which they this day according- 
ly gave; persuaded, at the same time, that it was neces- 
sary to impress the mutineers with a conviction, that 
extremities would be used against them before they 
would be induced to resolve on a final and unreserved 
submission. 

Philadelphia, June 24, 1783. 

The Letter to'His Excellency the President of the Su- 
preme Executive Council of Pennsylvania. 

Sir—We have the hunour to enclose for your excel- 
lency and the council, a copy of the resolutions commu- 
nicated in our conferences yesterday. Having then 
fully entered into all the explanations which were ne- 
cessary on the subject, we shall not trouble your excel- 
lency with arecapitulation; but as the object is of a 
delicate and important nature, we think it our duty to 
request the determination of the council in writing. 

We have the honour to be, with perfect respect, 
your excellency’s most obedient servants. 

Philadelphia, June 25, 1783. 

Friday, July 11,1783. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, seconded by Mr. Ells- 
worth, Congress, came to the following resolution. 

One of the delegates from Pennsylvania having read 
in his place, a letter from the supreme executive coup- 
cil of that state, complaining of an ambiguity in part of 
the report of a committee which was entered on the 
journal of the Ist instant, in the following words: 
“ That they (the executive council) regretted the ingult 
which had happened, with this additional motive of 
sensibility, that they had themselves had a principal 
share in it.” 

Resolved, That Congress do not conceive the com- 
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| the executive council had any share in promoting the 
| insult which was offered to Congress by the mutinous 
troops, but that the executive council had shared with 
Congress in receiving the insult. 
[Journals of Congress. 
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Of DR. JOHN DAVIS, late of Chester county, Penn- 
sylvania. Br M. Monean, M. D. Surgeon in the U. 
tates’ Navy. 

Dr. Joun Davis was born in Tredyffrin township, 
Chester county, on the 13th of December, 1745. His 
ancestors came from Wales, towards the latter part of 
the 17th century, and were among the first settlers of 
the Great Valley, where they purchased a considerable 
tract of land. His parents were much respected and 
beloved by their neighbours, being alike distinguished 

| for industry, temperance, and benevolence, and thei 
sincere piety. ‘They lived to an advanced age, and are 
still recollected with veneration by many of the older 
inhabitants. His father, having a large family, and the 
want of physicians being very much felt in the neigh- 
bourhood at that early day, encouraged the predilection 
of his son for the profession of medicine. There was 
no school convenient to his residence, where the Latin 
and Greek languages were taught, and he obtained his 
preparatory education from Dr. William Currie, a highly 
respectable Episcopalian clergyman, who was then pas- 
tor of the churches of the Great Valley, Radnor and 
Perkioming. 

Dr. Currie did not teach a regular school, but em- 

| ployed his leisure in instructing his own children, and 
admitted the son of his friend to his paternal care. 
While with Dr. Currie, his application to his studies 
was as assiduous as could be permitted by his other avo- 
cations. He had to assist his brothers in the cultivation 
| of the farm, a healthful exercise, which fortified both 
| his body and mind, and prepared him for the life of la- 
bour and usefulness which he afterwards pursued. Not 
having as much time for study as he wished, he learned 
early to appreciate its value, and wasted none in idleness 
|and dissipation. From the exhausting fatigues of the 
| field, he returned, in the evening, with avidity te his 
| books, and was seldom allured by his companions to 
| pleasure or amusements; for his character in youth and 
| manhood was firm and inflexible. Having acquired a 
| good English education, and a competent knowledge of 
, Latin and Greek, he commenced the study of medicine 
at eighteen years of age, with Dr. Cadwallader Evans, 
\of Philadelphia. He remained three years with Dr. 
| Evans, who was well qualified to give him a liberal 
| course of instruction, having finished his education in 
London, and carefully taken notes of the lectures of Dr. 
William Hunter, and other celebrated professors, who 
| attended to the hospitals of that metropolis Dr. Evans 
| was one of the physicians to the Pennsylvania hospital, 
then an infant institution, and his pupils attended tothis 
as well as to his extensive private praetice. 

Lectures were delivered at this period by Doctors 
Shippen and Bond, and soon after the college was or- 
ganized, in which the first course of lectures was given 
in 1765. He attended to this course, as well as the pri- 
vate lectures which had been previously read in the 
hospital, and was a favourite pupil. He cherished thro’ 
life an affectionate regard for the abilities and virtues of 
these excellent men, and a lively recollection of the 
great benefits he had received from their attentions. 

He finished his studies under Dr. Evans, and soon af- 
ter settled himself in Vincent township, Chester county, 
where he almost immediately obtained a large circle of 
practice; but not being satisfied with his knowledge of 
anatomy and surgery, he resolved to return to Philadel- 
phia, and spend a year in the Pennsylvania hospital.— 
Being recommended by his former exemplary conduet, 
he found no difficulty in obtaining the appointment he 
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solicited; and having spent one year there, as house sur- 
geon, he, at the expiration of this time, established him- 
self at his native place in 1768. 

He was now conscious of having availed himself of 
every opportunity which his country at that time afford- 
ed, of obtaining a sound knowledge of his profession, 
and was well prepared for commencing the practice. 

Possessed of warm affections, a cheerful temper, and 
polished manners, in a short time he gained general con- 
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| country, many of whom are still living, who were raised 
| from the bed of sickness by his hand. 

| His abilities in his profession were of a high order, the 
| fruits of intense labour, and a steady, exalted tone of 
| moral feeling. Ie had great judgment and sagacity in 
| all the practical branches of the healing art. The true 
| theories in physic had of course received a proper share 
| of his attention. But he was precise in his reasoning 
| and deductions, and though naturally quick and imagi- 





fidence and extensive patronage: but what contributed | native, he kept this faculty under just subordination toa 
most to his advancement was his skill in surgery, to which | discreet and chastened judgment. Having witnessed in 
he, had carefully applied himself. Soon afterwards he | early life the evils derived to medicine from too strong 
formed a happy matrimonial connexion, and the com-| an attachment to authorities loosely hypothetical, and 
mencement of the revolution for independence found | having scen the subversion of a succession of visionary 
him with a rising family and a well earned reputation. | doctrines, from the reign of Boerhaave to nearly the 
In the part of the county in which he resided there were | present times, he knew well the true fountain of human 
few who were loyal to the cause of the mother country, | knowledge, and always discountenanced a dogmatical 


and scarcely any who were lukewarm and indifferent.— 
Most of them, on the contrary, put every thing cheer- 
fully at hazard to oppose British misrule and violence. 
Among the most enthusiastic were Gen. Wayne and Dr. 
Davis, who lived neighbours to each other, were nearly 
the same age, (having been born the same year,) and 
between whom there had long existed a community of 
feeling and congeniality of principles. They acted in 
concert in preparing the public mind and arranging the 
little military resources of the surrounding country for 
the approaching conflict, and when a determined spirit 
of resistance was excited, they were among the first to 
give up the comforts of home, and trust every thing to 
the issue of the momentous struggle. Gen. Wayne im- 
mediately received a commission as colonel of the 4th 
battalion of infantry raised by congress for the defence 
of the colonies; and on the 5th of March, 1776, the ge- 
neral assembly of Pennsylvania voted fifteen hundred 


men, (officers included,) to be taken into pay for the 


adherence to speculative reveries, which he regarded 
as seducing the mind from the proper objects of its pur- 

uit, and as tending to impede the progress of the sci- 
ence. ‘The improvements in medicine and surgery were 
not neglected by him, as is too commonly the case with 
country practitioners; he read the best periodical works, 
and purchased good books. 

The most common operations in surgery he frequently 
performed with success, and never attempted such as 
were improper or of very doubtful efficacy. 

No state of the weather, or condition of his domestic 
affairs, interfered with his attention to his patients, and 
in his intercourse with the sick he was kind and affec- 
tionate. Perhaps no man was ever more free from the 
pedantry of the profession. 

He was ready to consult, onall proper occasions, with 
the neighbouring physicians, and not one ever accused 
him of want of candour, or any thing that could be con- 
| strued into duplicity. He was not overbearing to the 
| 


immediate defence of the province, and to serve until | youthful, and neyer disparaged the judgment of the ab- 
the 1st of January, 1778. Of these troops, two batta- | sent. In speaking of others, he seemed to consider 
lions, of five hundred men each, were riflemen, and | them as present. Sincere and modest in his deportment, 
placed under the command of colonel Samuel Miles.— | he was exempt from an ostentatious display of learning, 
The other battalion was infantry, and the command giv- | always indicative of a weak mind, and little knowledge 
ento colonel Atlee. Dr. Davis received the appoint-| of the world, and he detested every species of trick, 
ment of senior surgeon of the staff, and they were soon | hypocrisy, and charlatanry, which would degrade the 
in readiness to co-operate with Washington’s army. character of the faculty, in the eyes of the judicious.— 

Among the other officers of this afterwards gallant | Conversation on medical topics was never obtruded by 
and distinguished corps, we find the names of the fore- | him on people unacquainted with them, but he answered 
fathers of a number of the respectable families in the | all questions with courtesy and brevity. His conduct 
counties adjacent to Philadelphia; but most of the vete- | was marked by great good sense, in which he was ex- 
rans themselves have long since slept in the bosom of | celled by few, and by unaflected dignified behaviour; 
the land which they loved so much, and which they | nor is it now recollected that he was at enmity with any 


spent the best part of their lives in defending. 

When Washington resolved on the perilous attempt 
of meeting the British forces on Long Island, in order 
to prevent them from obtaining possession of New York, 
these battalions were in the hottest part of the action, 
and suffered severely. Colonel Miles, Dr. Davis, and 
one of his brothers, were among the prisoners, but were 
so fortunate as to be exchanged soon afterwards, and 
escaped the hard fate of many of their companions, who 
were sent to the prisonships at the Wallabout, the me- 
lancholy history of which is but too well recollected. 

He continued with the army, where his services were 
highly appreciated, where he had a great deal of expe- 
rience in surgery as well as the diseases incident to mi- 
litary life, until nearly the close of the revolution: when 
the fatigues of duty, and the mental anxiety and suffer- 
ing, brought on by the destitute condition of the hospi- 
tal department, occasioned a dangerous fever, which 
compelled him for awhile to absent himself from his re- 
giment, and which he with great difficulty survived. 

At the termination of the war, he returned to his agri- 
cultural labours and professional pursuits on his farm, in 
= Great Valley, where he spent the remainder of his 
life. . 

With what zeal and ability that life was devoted to the 
discharge of all his duties, social and professional, can 
be well attested by the inhabitants of a large extent of 


| well educated and honourable physician. His charges 
| were moderate, his farm afforded him more than a sup- 
| port for his family, and his bills were not rendered till 
| called for. 

It is the fate of physicians every where, to make great- 
| er sacrifices to the unfortunate and destitute classes of 
| their species than any other set of men. This is pecu- 
| liarly the case in a country practice, where the popula- 
, tion is much scattered. Every log hut in the woods, 
| and every cottage, however remote, must receive the 
| punctual calls of the physician, without any prospect of 
| pecuniary reward. ‘To those who were unacquainted 
| with Dr. Dayis, it would appear like exaggeration truly 

to declare, how this part of his duty was performed. Of 
| the measure of his charity, therefore, the writer will say 
nothing, but the manner in which his favours were dis- 
pensed, left no load on the poor man’s heart, and he was 
always glad to meet his smiling benefactor. 

He practised medicine for nearly half a century, and 
never refused a call, except from indisposition. This 
rarely happened, for his own health was seldom inter- 
rupted, and Providence seemed pleased to give that to 
him, which he so much delighted in bestowing on oth- 
ers. 

He was of atemperament uncommonly free and ar- 
dent. His mind was unfettered by contracted systems, 
and he entertained sanguine views and anticipations with 


| 
} 
| 
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vegard to the moral improvement of man. He was there- 
fore indifferent to nothing which related to his condi- 
tion. Education was the object dearest to his heart, and 
he esteemed good teachers as the most useful members 
of every community. Accordingly, he procured the 
best he could for his own children; but he suffered the 
affliction so bitter toa fond and aged parent, of seeing 
several of his promising sons cut off at that period of life 
when the prostration of a father’s hopes desolates the 
heart. 

In the political concerns of his country, he felt a strong 
solicitude, and took an active part, but he was a purely 
disinterested republican, and never sought or accepted 
an office. He had a deeply rooted attachment to the 
illustrious man who has always held, and always must 
hold, the first place in the affections of his countrymen; 
he, however, belonged to that party which elevated Mr. 
Jefferson to the presidency. The war with Great Bri. 
tain of 1812, was warmly advocated and supported by 
him, believing that it was a war of national character 
and honour, without maintaining which, the advantages 
of the revolution would have been in a great measure 
lost, and the requisite confidence in the stability and 
energy of the representative system, impaired. 


His taste for literature was better cultivated than usual- 
ly happens with men engaged daily in an arduous pro- 
fession. His historical knowledge was by no means 
circumscribed, and he was conversant with the beauties 
of Shakspeare, Milton, and Pope. Moral philosophy 
was a favourite subject of his thoughts, and he had ex- 
amined with attention most of the works on the mind 
from the time of Mr. Locke. 


works. He viewed his labours as having established a 
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| be satisfactory to every one to have an opportunity of 


co From him he obtained his | jnyestigating these matters for himself. The details of 
first principles, and he was an admirer of some of his | ae 
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pressive. His head was well proportioned, his forehead 
full and high, his hair brown, eyes gray, and all his fea- 
tures regular and strongly developed. 

Possessing human fallibility, he doubtless had faults, 
but it would scarcely become any one who knew him to 
mention them, if recollected; because almost every one 
had received some great kindness at his hand. They 
were but foibles at most, and in comparison with his vir- 
tues, like the spots on the sun, which are not easily dis- 
coverable, and which neither diminish his heat nor ob- 
scure his brightness. 
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Accounts or THE GUARDIANS OF THE POOR, and 
Managers of the Almshouse & House of Employment of 
the City of Philadelphia, the District of Southwark, and 
Township of the Northern Liberties, for the year ending 
26th of May, 1828. 


We at first designed making an abstract of these ac- 
counts; but recollecting that they are the last, which will 
appear under the old system of poor laws, and that they 
will probably, at some future time, be required for refer- 
ence,we have concluded to publish them entire. There 
are few subjects in which the public are more interest- 
ed, than in the expenditures of public money for the 
support of the poor, and therefore we presume, it will 


an immense establishment as the Alms House has 


new era in the history of man, and as setting at liberty become,are deserving of attention. 


the human mind. 
lation was natural reason, and natural reason revelation.” 
This gave much concern to some of his friends, lest he 
should be too sceptical in his religious opinions. But a 
life of rectitude and integrity like his, wanted no apolo- 
gy, and his homage for the Creator of christianity was 
shown in the habitual reverence for its precepts evinced 
in his daily intercourse with the world. It is true, he 


regarded bigotry and fanatacism as the deepest stains on | 


the human character, as tending more than any thing 
else, to debase the soul, by eradicating charity, destroy- 
ing health, banishing social comfort, and counteracting 
all the benevolent aims of God towards his creatures. — 


His abhorrence however was equally great of the cold, | 


unstable and frivolous character of the sceptic, who 
gives no serious thought to any of the important rela- 
tions of life, and makes light of all that is most deeply 
interesting to mankind. 


His philanthropy was conspicuous to the last, and to 
this, it may be truly affirmed, he was a martyr. 
professional act was one of charity, and cost him his life. 
A poor woman was suffering under the interesting pangs 
peculiar to the sex, and demanded his assistance. He 
hastened as usual to her relief. The weather was cold, 
the fire became low, there was no wood cut short, and 
no person about the house but females and children.— 
The Doctor took the axe himself, but finding his coat 
too tight, he was obliged to Jay it off, and remained some 
time exposed tothe cold. Having finished his attend 
ance, he returned home, and in a few hours was seized 
with croup. His disease was violent and painful, but 
was endured with the firmness and resignation which 
were to have been expected, from the general tenor of 
his life. 
year, he closed his eyes upon the world, towards which 
he had discharged all his duties with unsurpassed fideli- 
ty, and few have better merited the divine salutation of 
“well done, good and faithful servant.” 

There was an obvious affinity between his physical 
and moral structure. In his stature he was of good 
size, his person finely formed, his face handsome and ex- 
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On the 13th day of February, 1816, in his 71st | 


Vv} - a hhelieved “that reve. | 
With Locke, he believed “that reve- | 79 tux noNOURABLE JUDGES OF THE COURT OF COMMON 


PLEAS OF THE COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA, 

The Auditors of the County of Philadelphia, 

Respectfully state: - 

| That they have carefully examined the Accounts of 

the Guardians of the Poor and Managers of the Alms 

House and House of Employment, of the City of Phi- 

| ladelphia, District of Southwark and Township of the 

| Northern Liberties, commencing on the 29th day of 

| May, 1827, and ending on the 26th of May, 1828; and 

| they have compared them with the vouchers and Docu- 

| ments, relating to the same, and now report the follow- 

| ing statement. 

Almshouse, Oct. 29th, 1828. 
No. I. 

Expenditures by the Managers of the Almshouse and 
House of Employment, for the use of the Officers, 
their families, and the Paupers, for and during the year 
ending 26th May, 1828. 


Supplies for Paupers and use of the Institution generally. 


141,741 lbs. beef 5,596 83 

26,593 do. pork 1,241 74 

18,396 do. mutton 653 76 
964 bbls. wheat flour 4,570 91 
13 do. and 62 tons, 11 cwt. 

3 qr. 5 lbs. rye do. 1,851 79 
| 2,584 bush. potatoes 877 70 ; 
609 do. turnips 60 90 
1483 do. Indian meal 79 80 

3524 do. rye corn 195 42 

1674 do. pease 116 95 
| 33564 do. oats 106 31 

23 do. shorts 10 35 
369 do. salt 223 10 
11 do. malt 13 75 
111,215 lbs. brown sugar 983 S4 
| 4904 do. loafand lump do. 74 58 
| 1,4733.do. tea 611 02 
| 4,187 do. coffee 586 OT 
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chocolate 626 97 Overseers of the Poor of Roxbo- 
2303 do. pepper 41 52 rough, Moreland and Beaver 
182 do. hops 45 50 Townships, for support of our 
9,353 do. rice oll 17 paupers 76 95 
1703 do. cheese 21 49 Secretary’s salary 80 00 
4 do. mustard 2 49 5 boxes tin plate 77 50 
144 cwt. 1 qr. hay 98 07 A coffee urn 60 00 
10,9552 galls. milk 1,476 34 469 yds, domestic plaids 54 26 
6,806 do. molasses 2,191 86 203 do. Wilmington stripe 34 79 
- 23 bbls. and 15 galls. vinegar 91 70 66 do. carpeting and putting it 
5 do. apples 11 00 down 49 37 
3 do. mackerel and 100shad 28 50 97 do. and 2 pieces diaper 33 10 
6? do. beer 26 00 2,550 bricks 23 53 
6 bottles sweet oil 3 38 645 lbs. soap 45 52 
2,000 herring 4 37 | Wheelwright’s work 54 19 
Garden seeds and plants 17 55 Carpenter’s work 35 75 
Spices 62 24 boxes segars 45 00 
Aldermen’s and Justice’s supper 25 48 A hearse 77 00 
Guardian’s dinners 299 27 Tinware 27 26 
Disbursements of Managers 121 39 Firebricks 31 30 
Steward’s and Matron’s tables 619 94 | Expenses in an appeal case at 
Easton 48 94 
23,799 13 Curb stone 21 45 
Add for 1,470 galls. 17} yds. cloth 21 75 
milk had this year Glass and queensware 34 32 
and not paid for, 183 37 Horse gears 21 25 
Also, the amount .of 64 lbs. sperm. candles 20 06 . 
stock on hand 28th Sundries 58 82 
May, 1827, 2,020 22 2,203 59 Clothing to paupers for extra ser- ‘ 
vices 19 88 
26,002 72 Cotton balls, thread and tape 15 07 
Deduct the following, had the 3 moss mattrasses 19 11 
last and paid for the present Shoeing horses 18 25 
year; Measuring carpenter’s work 16 00 
1,530 gallons milk 206 55 Tax books 12 50 
13,802 lbs. beef 543 45 4 wheel barrows 16 00 
| Curing a sick horse 10 00 
750 00 Repairing dearborn 11 00 
And the following sum Money advanced for board of pa- 
paid by the Steward tients returned 12 78 
into the treasury du- | Bricklayer’s work 10 75 
ring the year; receiv- | 9 doz. hickory and 74 doz. birch ‘ 
ed for bread, flour brooms 16 12 
barrels, hhds.&c. 1177 31 2 stoves 0¢ 
Also amount of stock Cleaning clock 50 
on hand 26th May, 15 cedar bolts 30 
1828 1,667 17 Conveying patients to City Hospital 8 00 
Suse 3,594 48 





Salaries to steward, matron, 
clerks,agents,gate-keeper 
and cells-keeper 

Wages to baker, cooks, wai- 
ter, &c. 

4,584 bundles, 618 cwt. 

2 qrs. straw, 
Lumber 875 31 





22,408 24 


16 yds. green baize 

7 kegs tar 

14 loads sand 

Postage on letters 

Stone Cutter’s work 

36 yds. cotton duck 

4 doz. combs 

Regulating scales and weights 
Baskets, 87 cts. indigo $2 50 
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84 pieces paper hangings 18 
Advertising and printing 176 15 223 yds. crash 93 
Blank books and stationary 229 29 Porterage 2 46 
Brushes 244 02 Wire work $1 65, Cooper’s work 
Hardware 391 87 $1 13 2 78 
Earthenware 219 94 
Cleaning privies 344 96 11,687 52 
494 blankets 570 00 Add amount of stock on hand 
1,154} yds. tow cloth 242 54 26th May, 1827 955 76 
Paints, oil, glass, &c. 211 09 ; Seetinnenine 
Plumber’s work 263 66 12,643 28 
1,117 galls. oil 749 68 Deduct the following 
2,7024 yds. muslin 324 75 sum paid by the stew- 
4564 bush. lime 120 79 ard into the Treasu- 
Sweeping chimnies 117 65 ry of the General 
Water rent for 1828 105 00 


13 tons, 13 ewt. 2 qrs. ice 103 72 
Making out tax books for 1827 301 00 
1,330 bush. floor sand 97 40 
369 yds. dannel 93 37 


Removing non-resident paupers, 136 80 


Board, received for 
pay patients, support 
of non-resident pau- 
pers, coffins, &c. 3,153 61 

Also, stock on hand 26th 
May, 1828 


727 04 3,880 65 8,762 63 
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ard into the treasury, 





























Making the aggregate sum of $46,672 53 to 
support an average number of 1,005 pau- 
pers, being at the rate of 894 cts. per week 
for the support of each pauper. 

Recapitulation of expenditures drawn for 


received for medi- 
cines supplied out- 
door poor 563 6 


Also this amount, being 
an out-standing bill, 
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Medical Department. | Also stock on hand 26th 
Supplies for sick, &e. May, 1828 699 20 
Drugs and medicines 2,046 27 ——1,047 08 
Salaries to apothecary and as- ———_ 6,514 24 
sistant 608 25 | Medical Fund. 
Wages to nurses and assistants 962 06 | Medical books 344 92 
Disbursements for sick 769 81 Improving lecture room 631 60 
Leeching 596 50 30 parchment certificates 22 50 
Surgical instruments 144 14 | Binding medical books 22 52 
200 gross corks 100 00 | Printing 500 tickets 7 00 
1,169 Ibs. tamarinds 95 57 | Discount on incurrent money 
372} de. linen rags 69 54 | received from students for 
875 do. mutton suct 63 62 | tickets 5 06 
393 do. Havana sugar 56 00 1,033 
~71% do. loafand lump do. 41 42 —_——_ 
12 reams wrapping paper 46 00 46,088 71 
220} yds. muslin 25 26 From which sum of $46,088 71, 
4 hampers porter bottles 36 25 deduct the following items, 
100 Ibs. bees wax 28 00 which do not properly apper- 
Glass, earthen and queensware 24 00 tain to the current expenses of 
Repairing mineral water machine 16 60 | the year, viz: 
6 packs pins 5 70 Guardian’s dinners 299 27 
Filtering paper 2 25 | Making out tax books for 1827, 301 00 
1 yard fine linen | Tax-books 12 50 
Sundries + 02 | Removing non-resident paupers, 136 80 
Liquors used in the medical and And the following sum paid by 
surgical wards: | the steward into the treasury, 
429 galls. brandy $21 15 being for admission fees, tick- 
322.do. & 1 bottle wine 500 20 | ets, certificates, &c. sold to 
64 do. whiskey 18 92 medical students 3,632 98 
4 do. gin 6 00 Also this amount, being for ar- 
864 hhds. porter 865 00 1,911 27 ticles furnished the small pox 
hospital 320 36 
7,654 78 | — 4,702 91 
Add stock on hand 28th May one at 
1827 eee 3,477 43 | Cone 
ee Now add the value of clothing 
11,132 21 | used in the Tastitution as per ¥ 
Deduct the following account No. 2 , visaedided 
sum paid by the Stew- 46,672 53 
| , 
| 
| 
{ 
| 





due for medicines, sup- 
plied out-door poor 436 00 











this year. 
23,799 13 


Supplies, &e. 
11,687 52 


Expenditures generally 








And amount of stock Medical department 7,654 78 
d « . . 9 . 
on hand 26th May, Fuel ane = 
1828 2,762 61 Medical fund 1,035 
oO 9 c « 
ee. $50,601 59 
Fuel. * 
226 tons Lehigh coal 1,440 40 No. Il. 
4 — = er aoa ; ; | The Manufactory at the Almshouse and House of Employ- 
7 do. meets a "26 25 | ment for the year ending 26th May, 1828. 
18 bbls. charcoal 5 08 DR. 
Cartage 601 67 Stock on hand 26th May, 1827 
- 9 y : 
Wharfage and cordage 70 51 isenafactured geods ’ OOF 30 
Ready made clothing 890 60 
6,426 56 Raw materials, oakum, &c. 3,382 16 
Add stock on hand 28th May, Dye staffs 5 50 
1827 1,134 76 Machinery 1,723 47 
er Outstanding account 57 69 
7,561 32 3 ii 7,046 72 
Deduct the following Raw materials, wages, &c. 
sum paid by the stew- 10,743 Ibs. flax 913 15 
ard into the treasury, 7,983 do. cotton 785 96 
received for wood 6,130 do. wool 490 40 
supplied poor wi- 7,365 do. junk 202 53 
dows, agreeably to 7,854 do. tallow 563 28 
the will of G. Emlen, 9534 bushels ashes 227 85 
deceased, 847 88 1643 do. coal 57 00 
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Rod and bar iron and steel 315 57 

















Raw materials, oakum, &c. 4,602 85 

Leather 853 10 Machinery 1,590 97 

635 Ibs. twist 145 67 Outstanding account 57 69 
6 great gross bone buttons 13 95 ee 8,044 13 
5,800 Ibs. flax hackled 58 00 oniaentene 
585 yds. linsey, fulled 23 40 $15,567 86 
Machinery 341 72 — 
Repairing spinning wheels 38 03 No. Ill. 
a ae oe he Alms House and House of Employment for one year 
9,2164 yds. weaving done 543 63 The Alms House and House of era ¥ 
In-door spinners for overwork 67 30 ending May 26th, 1828. 
Shoemakers for do. 54 40 


DR. 
Salary tosuperintendant of factory 346 48 Stock on hand 28th May, 1827. 


Do. to clerk, soap boiler, &c. 166 25 Provisions 2,020 22 
Do. to spinner 78 50 Medicines 8,477 43 
Pegwood 2 00 Fuel 1,134 76 
Sundries 11 69 oil 85 40 
aenecieninabionbts Three horses, 3 carts, 2 drays, 1 
6,407 45 hearse and 1 dearborn 335 00 
Deduct 780 Ibs. tallow had the 140 coffins 140 00 
last year and paid for the pre- Lumber 20 25 
sent year 58 50 Earthenware 21 12 
6,348 95 | Tinware 41 00 
Balance, being gain on this ac- 400 Ibs. nails 26 00 
count this year including labor 324 bundles straw 18 44 
of the paupers employed in 200 bushels ashes 50 00 
the manufactory, for whose Dty goods 218 535 
support no charge is made 2,172 19 | Machinery, manufactured*goods, 
—______| ready made clothing, raw ma- 
$15,567 86} terials; oakum, &c. as per state- 
CR. ment No. 2 7,046 72 
Amount paid by the steward into the trea- Pemps 14,634 89 
sury, being the total sales of manufactur- EXPENDITURES. 


ed goods, during the year ending 26th 
May, 1828 2,237 00 
Clothing, &c. used in the house. 


For the use of the paupers and 
institution generally, as per 

















2,926} yds. flax and tow linen 878 02 aes Bieta me " 
1,998} do. tow linen 499 69 per statement No. 2 6,348 95 
1,642 do. plain flax linsey 443 34 buliabati 52.437 66 
1,0884 do. striped do. 359 20 silken 
136 do. striped cotton linsey 42 16 $67,072 59 
96 do. plain do. 29 76 There has also been received into the insti- 
644 do. muslin 85 = tution the following articles, forfeited a- 
974 do.cotton and tow cloth 18 28 greeably to law, which have been distri- 
11 do. flax linen 5 50 buted to the paupers. 
2 do. sail cloth 40 From the clerks of High and Second street 
644 pair men’s shoes 708 40 Markets, 280 lumps butter, 14 lumps lard 
716 do. women’s do. 537 00 and 23 strings sausages. 
60 do. boys do. s7 50 : 
30 do. children’s do. 11 25 CR. 
599 do. men’s socks 99 75 Amount of manufactured goods 
384 do. women’s stockings 192 00 sold as per statement No.2; 2,237 00 
13 do. children’s do. 4 88 Amount received by Steward, 
32 Ibs. candle wick 8 00 for admission fees from, and 
294 do. lamp do. 7 3l tickets, certificates; &c. sold 
24 do. carded cotton 45 to medical students as per 5 
10 do. carded wool 5 00 statement No.1 3,632 98 ss 
51 do. flax for shoe thread 25 50 — 5,869 98 
24 do. do. for saddlers 1 25 Stock on hand 26th May, 1828. 
12 do. do. for weavers’ gears 6 00 Provisions 1,667 17 
1204 lbs. sewing thread 75 31 Medicines 2,762 61 
244 do. stocking yarn 12 25 Fuel 699 20 
232 do. tow, used in the medical Oil 66 40 
and surgical wards 23 20 Three horses, 2 carts; 2 drays; 2 
314 do. copperas 1 10 heatses and 1 dearborn 390 00 
8 do. wheelband yarn 4 00 75 coffins 75 00 
8 do- gardener’s do. 1 20 Earthenware 3 00 
a Tinware 12 50 
4,123 03 300 Ibs. nails 21 00 
7,854 lbs. tallow 563 28 40 cwt. straw 20 00 
9534 bushels ashes 227 85 160 bushels ashes 40 00 
1643 do. coal 57 00 Dry goods 99 14 
Rod and bar iron and steel, 315 57 Machinery, manufactured goods, 
_ 5,286 73 ready made clothing, raw ma- 
Stock on hand 26th May, 1828 terials, oakum, &c. as per state- 
Manufactured goods 1,127 05 ment No, 2 8,044 13 ae. 
Ready,made‘clothing 665 57 ———— 153,900 15 
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Balance, being amount expended more 
than received for the use of the insti- 
tution this year 47,302 42 





IV. 


Statement of the number of paupers in the Almshouse 
and House of Employment, during the year ending 
26th May, 1828. 









































Wo- | Chil- 

Months of the Year. | Men. | men. | dren. | Total. 
June 363 | 437 | 69 869 
July 372 | 458 79 909 
August 387 | 4635 3 943 
September 412} 476 | 83 971 
October 414] 504 72 990 
November 478 | 536 81 1095 
December | 508 | 537 80 | 1125 
January 557 | 553 80 1190 
February | 517 | 529 88 113 
March 409 | 518 75 | 1002 
April | 582] 501 72 955 
May 353 | 467 | 67 | 887 

Being an average | 5152] 5979 | 939 12070 
number each mon. of | 429] 498 78 1005 














V. 
Statement of the number of paupers admitted into, and 
discharged from, the Alms House and House of Em- 
ployment, during the year ending 26th May, 1828. 


































































































| Wo- | Chil- 

REMARKS. Men. | men | dren. Total. 
In the House, 28th of | — — ine a 
May, 1827, 387 | 463! 80 930 
Admitted from 28th] — _— me aad 
May, 1827, to 26th} — | — —_ | tie 
May, 1828. sist Is. pee. Es ie 
From the Northern] — — oe ae 
Liberties, 252} 151 103 506 
Do. City 1260 | 1014] 493 2767 
Do. Southwark | 292] 292] 117 701 
2119 | 1920} 793 4904 
Discharged, elopec,| — _ | oo | are 
died, & bound dur-| — oe _ sal 
ing the yearending | — — — jm 
26th May, 1828. | 1838 | 1453 | 726 | 4017 
Remaining in — | — | ane 
the house. 353 | 467 67 887 

VI. 


The General Board of Guardians of the Poor of the City 
of Philadelphia, the District of Southwark and Town- 
ship of the Northern Liberties, in account current 
with their Treasurer, for the year ending 26th May, 
1828. F 

DR. 


To amount of orders drawn by 
the Managers of the Alms 
House and unpaid 28th May, 
1827, 1,030 02 
Do. issued for supplies the pre- 
sent year, as per statement 
No. 1 50,601 59 
Do. issued for do. do.do..as per 
statement No. 2 6,407 45 
——— 57,009 04 


58,039 06 








[Novemazn 
From which deduct the amount 
of orders drawn and unpaid 
this day 1,240.62 
56,798 44 


Expenditures for the relief of out-door Poor. 


To amount of orders drawn by 
the General Board, and un- 
paid 28th May, 1827 

Do. do. paid by the Guardians 
of the City for the support of 
the poor 

Do. do. paid by the Guardians 
of the Northern Liberties for 
support of the poor 

Do. do. paid by the Guardians 
of Southwark for the support 
of the poor 

Do. do. paid by the Guardians 
of Penn Township for the 
support of the poor 


1,242 62 
10,084 82 
7,275 31 


6,068 03 


25,464 04 

Do. do. paid for the support of 
the children in the Asylum, 

Do. do. paid for the board of 

colored children in the shelter 


6,824 3 


149 63 
— 6,974 00 





Incidental Expenses. 
Paid for candles, oil, wood, &c. 109 58 
Do. salaries to solicitor, secre- 


tary, agents and collector 2,453 21 
Do. for medicines for out-door 
poor 1,558 09 


Do. for cupping and leeching do. 335 50 
To. salaries to physicians for at- 


tending do. 977 20 
Do. for advertising, printing, and 
stationary 297 7 


Do. for coffins for out-door poor 207 00 
Do. County Commissioners for 

rent of room 150 00 
Do. for support of small pox 

patients, in the City Hospital 1,724 96 
Do. salaries to physicians for 


attending do. 175 00 
Do. constables for returning 
tippling houses 167 00. 
Do. for board of Mrs. Helm in 
Widows’ Asylum 84 0 
Do. secretary for extra services 75 06 
| Do. for a coachee to convey pa- 
tients to small pox Hospital 60 00 
Do. a tax collector for 1827, 
overpaid by him 75 87 
Do. commissions to a tax col- 
lector for 1826 29 8 
Do. Steward of Alms House to 
provide a dinner 200 0G 
Do. agent for removing non- 
resident paupers 12 00 
Do. lying-in and funeral expen- 
ses of a pauper 60 00 
Do. for an iron chest 50 3i 
Do. for a coal stove 19 55 
Do. room expenses 20 17 


Do. for improvements on the es- 
tate late of James Dutton, 


dec’d. 30 82 
Do, for board of paupe”s in the 
Alms House 30 33 
Do. costs to magistrates 27 56 
Do. a fee for legal services 10 00 
Do. costs in the state District 
Court AT 37 c 
Do. costs in the U. S. do. 11 87 


a tol 





1828. ] 





Do. costs in the Mayor’s Court 74 18 


Do. balance remaining ina case 
of bastardy, after paying for 


the support of the child 92 17 


From which deduct the amount 
for orders drawn and unpaid 
this day 


Paid for the support of illegiti- 
mate children and married 
women 

Do. for bread under the will of 
Archibald Thompson, dec’d. 

Do. for bread and clothing un- 
der the will of James Dutton, 
dec’d. 

Do. for bread under the wills 
of Petty and Carter, dec’d. 
Do. for wood under the will of 
George Emlen the elder, 

dec’d. 


197 00 


172 25 


49 75 


347 88 





Do. Elizabeth Robinson, on ac- 
count of deposit in savings 
fund for her use 

Do. Mary Kiehler on account 
of do. for do. 


300 00 
12 00 
Do. advance money to sundry 


guardians 


Balance in the hands of the 
Treasurer 


ieetearmeeel 


CR. 
By amount received from the 
late Treasurer 
Do. do. received from Steward, 
viz. for board of Medical stu- 


dents in his family 1,655 00 
From Medical Students for 

tickets to attend the Medical 

and Surgical practice of the 

Aims House, and for certifi- 

cates and library fines 1,977 98 
For binding and cancelling by 

indentures, pay patients, cof- 

fins, medicines, and fuel, &c. 5,242 40 
For manufactured goods sold, 2,237 00 
By amount received on account 

of taxes for 1822 361 45 
Do. do. on do. of do. 1823 832 09 
Do. do. on do. of do. 1824& 5, 21 00 
Do. do. on do. of do. 1826 5,559 05 
Do. do. on do. of do. 1827 80,221 80 
Do. do. received for board of 

children in the Asylum 65 63 
Do. do. do. for articles sold 

belonging to do. 25 10 


ANNALS OF PAUPERISM. 
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| and Justices per collector 93 42 

a 995 30 
Do. do. received for the goods 
of a pauper sold 8 00 

——_ _ 9,126 37 | Do. do. do. costs in a case of 
— bastardy 7 42 

42,807 03 | Do. do. do. from saving fund, a 
deposit in a case of bastardy 92 17 

Do. do. of ground rents receiy- 

305 51 ed of collector 157 69 
jainentisioeete — 265 28 
42,501 52 | Do. do. received in bond- 

ed cases of bastardy 400 12 
Do. do. do. in do. by the 
8,588 08 collector 5,078 03 
5,478 13 

Do. do. do. in commuted cases 
of do. 1,862 00 

Do. do. do. for support of mar- 
ried women by collector 1,644 37 

———__ 8,984 50 

Do. Archibald Thompson’s le- 
gacy, ground rent received , 
by collector 209 47 

Do. James Dutton’s legacy, 

766 88 | ground rent received by the 

collector 272 82 

Do. Petty & Carter’s legacy, 
ground rent received by the 
collector 62 13 

Do. George Emlen’s legacy, 

312 00{ ground rent received by the 

collector 312 66 
6,500 00 — 857 08 
————— | Do. advance money from a late 
16,166 96! guardian by the collector 50 00 
Do. advance money returned by 
8,450 05 | sundry guardians 9,400 00 
—_——_——. | Do. do. by Steward * 600 00 
$123,916 98 | Do. do. by agents 100 00 
———_ 10,150 00 

Do. amount withdrawn from 

the savings fund for the use 
$4,228 42) of Elizabeth Robinson 315 00 
Do. do. do. for the use of Mary 
Kiehler 12 00 
—_—— 327 00 
$123,916 98 
No, VIL. 

The state of the Funds of the Guardians of the Poor 
of the city of Philadelphia, the District of South- 
wark, and Township of the Northern Liberties, 26th 
May 1828. 

11,112 38 DR. 

To amount of orders drawn on 
account of Almshouse, and 
unpaid this day 1,240 62 

To amount of orders drawn on 
account of General Board,and 
unpaid this day 305 51 

86,996 29 1,546 15 

To balance in favour of the funds, 15,176 12 

$16,722 25 
CR. 
90 73 | By amount of outstanding taxes, duplicates in the hands 


Do. do. do. from the inspector 
of flour, fines collected by him 120 99 
Do. do. from Mayor, fines col- 


lected by him 567 87 
Do. do, of fines collected in 

Court of Quarter Sessions 61 35 
Do. do. of do. from the Sheriff 61 67 


Do. do. of do, from Aldermen 


of the collectors. 


By J. Ogden Evans, New Mar- 


ket and Cedar Wards, 1823 
By John Trout, Upper Dela- 
laware and North Mulberry 
wards, 1827 
By E. J. Yard, Dock and Lo- 
cust wards, 1827 


681 09 


1,077 06 
735 90 
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By Philip Lehman, East and 
West Kensington, 1827 1,723 42 
From this sum commissions and allowances 
will have to be deducted. 
By balance due from a number 
of counties and townships in 
this state, for the maintenance 
of their poor 
This item will be considerably 
reduced by many counties 
and townships having de- 
mands against this corpora- 
tion. 
By amount due from individu- 
als for manufactured goods, 





3,965 14 


&e. 91 58 | 

By cash in the hands of the 
Treasurer 8,450 06 
$16,722 25 


For the support and employment of the Poor for the 
year ending 26th May, 1828, a levy was made as fol- 
lows, viz. 

For the City, 

For the District of Southwark, 

For the Northern Liberties and 
Kensington 

For Penn Township 


60,940 16 
5,856 31 


16,109 38 
6,549 37 





$89,455 22 
Examined and adjusted, 
RICHARD PALMER, 
JOSEPH BOCKIUS, 
SAMUEL M. SOLOMON, 
Auditors of the County. 





PROCESSION IN HONOUR OF ARNOLD. 
A Concise Description of the F 


(Sept. 30, 1780.) 

A Stage raised on the body of a cart, on which was 
an effigy of General Arnotp sitting; this was dressed 
in regimentals, had two faces, emblematical of his trai- 
torous conduct, a mask in his left hand, and a letter in 
his right from Belzebub, telling him that he had done 
all the mischief he could do, and now must hang himself. 


At the back of the General was the figure of the De- | 


REMINISCENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 
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niscient Creator, who has not only prevented him carry- 


| ing it into execution, but has thrown into our hands 
3,534 38 | Anpriz, the Adjutant General of their army, who was 
| detected in the infamous character of a spy. 


‘The treachery of this ungrateful General is held up 
to public view, for the exposition of infamy; and to pro- 
clainy, with joyful acclamation another instance of the 
interposition of bounteous Providence. 

** The effigy of this ingrate is therefore hanged, (for 
want of his body) asa Traitor to his native country, and 
a Betrayer of the laws of honour.” 

The procession began about four o’clock in the fol- ; 
lowing order: 
Several Gentlemen mounted on horseback. 

A line of Continental Officers. 
Sundry Gentlemen ina line. 
A guard of the City Infantry. 
Just before the cart, drums and fifes playing the Rogues’ | 
March. 
Guards on each side. 

The procession was attended with a numerous con- 
course of people, who after expressing their abhorrence 
of the Treason and the Traitor, committed him to the 
flames, and left both the effigy and the original to sink 
into ashes and oblivion. [Penn. Packet. 





REMINISCENCES OF PHILADEL?PHIA. 

About 1787 the City hada much more primitive ap- 
pearance than at the present day. Porches at the door 
were in the summer evenings filled with neighbours in 
friendly gossip about the news of the day. A family 
coach was ararity. The pavement or footway was de- 
fended every where by posts, thickly planted. Curb 
stones were unkown. Pump water to drink; and ‘rain 
casks,” for washing clothes, was of importance. A 
** rood pump” of water was considered a jewel, and its 
fame spread far and wide, There was great horror ex- 
pressed by the people in conversation, about a merchant 
who they said had ** Broke.” He seemed like a “doom- 
ed man,” as he passed along the street, and the Reminis- 


‘igures exhibited and pa- | cent was informed in a whisper, ‘ There’s the man that 
raded through the streets of this city on Saturday last. | hroke'” 


He was shunned like a pestilence. A two- 
horse stage, on Sunday morning, took passengers to 
| *© Hesser’s,” in Germantown, and returned in the eve- 
ining. One George Hill, kept a famous Tea Garden at 
| the end of Race street on the Schuylkill. The famous 
| John Murray, (1790) commenced preaching Universal- 
| ism. He was ‘spoken against’ by a Mr. Wetherill in 
the Old Academy-—which made a ‘ great stir’ in the city. 
The Friends’ Ground had at that time a low wall, easily 


yil, dressed in black robes, shaking a purse of money at | climbed by the boys making a ‘short cut’ to the Acade- 


the General’s left ear, and in his mght hand a pitch-fork 
ready to drive him into hell as the reward due for the 
many crimes which his thirst of gold had made him com- 
mit. 

In the front of the stage and before General Arnold, 
was placed a large lanthorn of transparent paper, with 
the consequences of his crimes thus delineated, (i. e.) 
on one part General Arnold on his knees before the De- 
vil, who is pulling him into the flames—a label from the 
General’s mouth with these words- ‘*‘ My dear sir, I have 
served you faithfully;” to which the Devil replies; ** And 
V’llreward you.” On another side, two figures hang- 


my in Fourth street, which had at that time a beil for 
school hours. Arch street Presbyterian meeting pos- 
sessed a steeple, nearly the heighth of that of Christ 
Church. High street market extended only to 
Third street,—at the end of which stood the Pillory and 
Whipping Post, which, from the Old Jail, at the S. W. 
corner opposite, had their regular customers every Sa- 
turday, The first five or six cuts of the ‘cat-o’nine- 
tails’ would give a snowy whiteness to the skin of a 
black man, but soon changed to the bloody purple. 
‘ A gentleman’ for Forgery, was placed in the Pillory, 
and ‘ pelted with eggs,’ one of which hit him on the 





ing, inscribed, ‘* The Traitor’s reward,” and wrote un- | scull, which caused him to utter a dismal outcry. ‘The 
derneath, **‘ The Adjutant General of the British army, | Laws of the Land’ being at that time more in the Lon- 
and J** S****, the first hanged as aspy and the other! don fashion than now, the citizens were frequently 
as a traitor to his country.” And on the front of the | drawn by curiosity to the “ Hanging Ground” the south 
lanthorn was wrote the following:— 4 ' side of what is now the ‘Centre Square,’ being then an 
*MAJOR GENERAL BENEDICT ARNOLD, late | open common, with ‘ Market street’ running right thro’ 
COMMANDER of the FORT WEST POINT. to the ‘ Floating Bridge’ on Schuylkill. ‘The Reminis- 
THE CRIME OF THIS MAN 1S HIGH TREASON. | cent saw the ‘ Five wheelbarrow men’ executed at one 
“He has deserted the important post West Point, on | time. The Common Sewer running along Fourth from 
Hudson’s river, committed to his charge by his Excel- | High street to Harmony Court, (tan yards at that time) 
lency the Commander in Chief, and is gone off to the | was digged by wheel-barrow men convicts, secured by a 
enemy at New York. ball and chain to each other, and watched by officers 
“* His design to have given up this fortress to our ene- | armed with sword and blunderbuss. One half of their 
mies has been discovered by the goodness of the Om- | jacket and trowsers was blue, the other half drab, and 
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the hair half shaved off the head of each convict—a her- ‘West,’ steod within the railing of the garden, like 


rid spectacle. The top of the new jail on Sixth strect | 
avas covered with the broken glass of bottles. ‘ Pot- | 
ter’s field’ (now Washington Square) was surrounded | 
by a post and rail fence, where, in the midst of the ‘si- 
lent dead,’ stood a willow tree, anda vault wall. Ben- | 
jamin Franklin being in old age, was carried to and from 
the State House in a sedan chair, the only one in the | 
city. It may be news to thousands who have read him, 
and of him, that in Christ Church burying ground about 
20 feet west of the Arch street gate, even with the| 
ground, and close to the wall, may be seena marble 

slab on which is lettered Benjamin and Deborah Frank- 
lin. Imagine a pair of large rimmed spectacles on the 
head of the statue over the Philadelphia Library, and 
you have him as he lived. About the same time every 
thing partook of the military character—Col. Patton 
held the ‘ City Auction,’ and Col. Febiger the ‘ North-| 
ern Liberty Vendue.’ Col. Cowperthwaite was Sheriff, | 
and Major Stricker ‘Bomb.’ Col. Nicola had the | 
Debtors’ Apartment, and Capt. Reynolds the Jail. Gen. | 
Mifflin Governor’ of Pennsylvania, Col. Hamilton Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury, and General Washington President 

of the United States. A great sham battle was fought 

on an eminence overlooking the Schuylkill where the | 
old Engine House now stands. The old British redoubt 
which stood there was stormed by the Americans (of | 
course) and the (supposed§ British troops marched out | 
as prisoners of war. Spring Garden was a kind of open | 
common, very useful to the ‘uptown boys in kite time.’ | 
The kites while flying were often ‘pressed’ by the 
butcher boys from the vicinity of ‘ Pegg’s Run.’ Stand- 
ing near the old Glass House in Kensington, on the ri- 
ver shore, the Reminiscent beheld a steam boat, with 
paddles behind, striking out backwards like a swimming 
duck. Fitch was named as the inventor. She lay for many | 


years afterwards in one of the Kensington docks, high | 
and dry, and finally went to pieces. Gen. Washington 
on his way to the first seat of government at New York, 
passed through the city, which produced an excitement 
in the public mind not unlike the Lafayette spectacle. | 
He rode on horseback, with his hat off, giving an occa- | 
sional obeisance to the huzzas of the citizens. The day | 
was windy and dusty, and the weather very hot, which | 
made him and ail the crowd, look 
** With doost and zweat like nutmeg brown.” 


The most imposing spectacle ever exhibited publicly | 
in this city, was the Federal Procession, of 1788.* It was | 
a succession of wonders, two hourslong. Every trade | 
was preceded by astage, on wheels, and the business of | 
the shop in full operation. The Cordwainer’s Shop | 

* stopped at the corner of Vine and Third, when the mas- 
ter, seizing one of the apprentices, gave him a ** dose of 
stirrup oil,” which made the boy roar lustily, to the | 
merriment of the beholders. The windows and house | 
tops, on the route, were crowded, .as at the Lafayette | 

| 
| 





Procession. The cagle shaped Car, the ‘ Temple of Inde- 

pendence,’—The Plough—The Brass Founders’ Fur- | 
nace—these all were dismissed from the imagination, on | 
the approach of the 16 gun ship and tender on wheels, | 
complete, drawn by 16 horses; the wheels hid by paint- | 
ed canyass, representing waves of the sea. She was the | 
Lafayette of the whole procession. The ship was after- | 
wards moored at Gray’s Ferry, where, on each sueceed- | 
ing ‘ Fourth,’ she was decorated with flags and streamers | 
in honour of the day. Many of the ornaments of the | 
procession were afterwards placed in the garden, which | 
gave ita very splendid night appearance, when illumi- 
nated, (as it often used to be) with coloured lamps in 
the Vauxhall (English) style. ‘The Garden, at present, 
is but the skeleton of its former magnificence. The 
Reminiscent was present at ‘ Carlisle’s Defeat,’—which 
took place at Gray’s Ferry. Carlisle was High Consta- 
ble, and a terror to the ‘lawless’ of all descriptions, being 
of Herculean size and strength. He and the famous 


* See Register, vol. I. p. 417. 


Bunyan’s Pope and Pagan, to enforce a ‘shilling en- 
trance. A noted sailmaker wished to pass without 
paying, which brought the inside crowd to the railing, 
and pressing hard to see the squabble, the railing gave 
way, when they came tumbling down the flight of stone 
steps. ‘‘Ifuzza for liberty” (being the 4th of July,) 


| was shouted out, which brought the crowd across from 


the east end of the bridge, without paying toll, carrying 
all before them—stones, sticks, and shouts abounded 
every where through the garden, and on the opposite 


| hill, when a stone crushing in one of the east windows, 
| brought Mr. Gray, ‘Old Carlisle,’ and ‘ West’ forward, 
| waving their large straw hats like flags of truce, when all 


hostilities ceased, on permission to enter the Garden, 
and no shilling.’ These all happened before 1793, and 
should you see proper to encourage the Reminiscent 
from that time to 1800, he could relate many interesting 
matters, almost forgotten by many. 
LANG SYNE. 
Amer. Daily Adver. Jany. 19. 





LORD HOWF’S ACCOUNT OF HIS OPERA- 
TIONS IN THE DELAWARE. 


FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY. 


Admiralty Office Jan. 8, 1778. 
The following is an extract ofa letter received last 
night by the Eagle Packet from the Vice Admiral Lord 
Viscount Howe, Commander in Chief of his Majesty’s 
ships and vessels in North America, to Mr. Stephens, 
dated on board his Majesty’s ship the Eagle, in the De- 
laware, dated 23d November, 1777. 
Eagle, Delaware, Nov. 1777. 
Sir—The General advising me of his intention to send 


o9 
93; 


|a packet immediately to England, I avail myself of the 


opportunity to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of the admiralty, respecting the 
progress of the military service in which the ships of war 
have been concerned, since the date ofmy last letter of 
the 25th of October. 

I mentioned in that letter that the preparations making 
for the attack meditated on the works the rebels had con- 
structed on either shore, for preventing an open com- 
munication by water with the army in Philadelphia, 
on which it was obvious to them that the farther opera- 
tions of the campaign would greatly depend. 

The wind still continuing to prevent the Vigilant from 
passing to the rear of the enemy’s works on Fort Island, 
by the only channel practicable for that purpose, the 
opportunity was taken by the king’s forces, and by 
the enemy with equal assiduity,' to strengthen the pre- 
parations judged expedient on either part forthe pro- 
posed attack. 

The officers and seamen of the ships of war and trans- 
ports were employed in the mean time, with unremit- 
ting fatigue and perseverance, to convey provisions, 
artillery, and stores, to the Schuylkill, between Fort Is- 
land and the Pennsylvania shore; six 24 pounders from 
the Eagle, and four 32 pounders from the Somerset, 
transported in the same manner, with the requisite pro- 
portions of ammunition, were mounted in the batteries 
erected by the General’s appointment on Province Is- 
land. 

The wind becoming favourable the 15th instant, that 
first occasion was taken for ordering the ships upon the 
intended service. 

The Somerset and Isis were appointed to proceed up 
the eastern channel of the river, to act against the fort 
in the front. The Roebuck, Pearl, and Liverpool, with 
the Cornwallis Galley, and some smaller armed vessels, 
against a battery with heavy artillery which the rebels 
had lately opened on a pomt above, and near to Manto 
creck, in a situation to rake the ships anchored to fire 
upon the fort, and more advantageously chosen, as the 
shoalness of the water did not admit ships to approach 
within a desirable distance of the work. 
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The Vigilant, with a hulk mounting three 18 pound- | [The following are copies of the papers referred to in 
ers, commanded by lieutenant Botham of the Eagle, | the aforementioned extract: 


proceeded at the same time through the channel round | 
Hog Island, and anchored on that side the fort, accord- | 


ing to the intention pointed out for co-operating with | 


the batteries on the Pennsylvania shore. 

The Isis, being as well placed in the eastern channel | 
as the circumstances of the navigation would permit, | 
rendered very essential service against the fort and gal- 
lies, much to the personal honour of captain Cornwallis, 
and credit of the discipline in his ship. The Roebuck | 
and other frigates stationed against the batteries were | 
equally well conducted. 

Greater caution being necessary in placing the So- 
merset, that ship could not be carried as far up the | 
channel as the Isis was advanced. 

The impression made by the batteries on Province Is- | 
land (before very considerable) being united with the 
well-directed efforts from the Vigilant and Hulk, soon si- | 
lenced the artillery of the fort; and farther preparations 
being in progress for opening the Estocade, and forcing 
the works next morning, the enemy set fire to and eva- 
cuated the fort during the night. 

The numbers of the enemy killed and wounded, ap- 
peared to have been very considerable. Those in the 
different ships, as stated in the annexed return, were 
much less than could be supposed, particularly of the 
Isis and Roebuck, which were struck many times from 
the gallies and works. 

A detachment from the army under the command of 
Lord Cornwallis, having been landed the 18th at Bil- 
lingsport, (where a post had been some time before es- 
tablished) for attacking the redoubt at Red-Bank, the 
enemy abandoned and blew up the works. They had 
passed several of their gallies unperceived above the 
town of Philadelphia, in the night of the 19th, which 
proved very favourable for the purpose; and attempted 
to do the same with the rest of the gallies and other wa- 
ter-force, the following night; but being seasonably dis- 
covered, they were opposed with so much effect, by 
Lieutenant Watt, of the Roebuck (ordered by captain 
Hammond, before my arrival, to take his station in the 
Delaware prize, near the town) that not more than three 
or four of the former appeared to have escaped; and 
being otherwise unable to prevent the capture of the rest 
of their armed craft, consisting of 2 xebecques, 2 floating 
batteries, and several ships, besides 5 vessels, amounting 
to about 17 innumber, they were quitted and burnt. 
Lieutenant Watt having testified great propriety and 
spirit on this occasion, [ have continued him in the 
command of the Delaware, retained as an armed ship in 
the service, to remain near the town of Philada. where 
such additional naval force is particularly requisite. 

A more accurate inspection of the obstructions to the 
navigation of the river adjacent to Fort Island, becom- 
ing practicable under the circumstances before men- 
tioned, two channels were discovered, through which 
the transports, containing the provisions, stores, and 
other necessaries for the army, might proceed to Phila- 
delphia. They were ordered up the river accordingly, 
to be afterwards secured at the wharfs of the town, for 
the approaching winter months. 

The unfortunate event of Lieutenant General Bur- 
goyne’s operations with the northern army, terminating, 
as I am advised by the commander in chief, with the 
surrender of those troops agreeable to the tenor of a 
convention executed the 16th of last October, has ren- 
dered a suitable provision necessary to be made for 
their conveyance to Europe. A proper number of 
transports has been appropriated for that occasion. But 
as it would be scarce practicable at this season of the 
year for light transports to gain the port of Boston, 
where the embarkation is conditioned to take place, the 
transports have been ordered under convoy of the Rai- 
sonable to Rhode Island, that if the proposed alteration 
is adopted, and the troops can be embarked at that port, 
they may be sooner released. 





Return of the number of men killed and wounded on 
board the different ships employed in the attack of 
the works of the enemy on Fort Island, their armed 
craft, and other defences erected to obstruct the pas- 
age of the river Delaware, on the 15th day of Novem- 
ber. 


Somerset, five seamen wounded. Isis, three seamen 
wounded. Roebuck, 3 seamen killed, 7 do. wounded. 
Liverpool, none. Pearl, one master killed, three seamen 
wounded. Vigilant, one midshipman, one seaman kill- 
ed; lent from the Eagle. Cornwallis Galley, one second 
master and pilot wounded. Sloop commanded by 
Lieutenant Bothan, none. ‘Total killed, six. Wound- 
ed 19. In all 25. 


Whitehall, Jan. 8, 1777. The following is a copy 
and extract of two letters from the Hon. Gen. Sir Wm. 


| Howe to L. G, Germain. 


Purtaperpura, Nov. 28, 1777. 


My Lord—From a yariety of difficulties attending the 
construction of additional batteries, in a morass, against 
the fort upon Mud Island, and in the transportation of 
the guns and stores, they were not opened against the 
enemy’s defences until the 10th instant. On the 15th, 
the wind proving fair, the Vigilant armed ship, carrying 
sixteen 24 pounders, and a hulk with three 24 pound- 
ers, got up to the fort through the channel, between 
Province and Hog Island; these, assisted by several 
ships of war in the eastern channel, as well as by the 
batteries on shore, did such execution upon the fort and 
collateral block houses, that the enemy, dreading an im- 
pending assault, evacuated the island in the night be- 
tween the 15th and 16th, and it was possessed on the 
16th at day-break by the grenadiers of the guards. 

The enemy’s fire upon the ships of war the Vigilant 
and Hulk, from two floating batteries, 17 galhes and 
armed vessels, and from a battery on the Jersey shore, 
was exceedingly heavy; but the gallantry displayed by 
the naval commanders, their officers and seamen, on this 
occasion, frustrated all their-efforts, aud contributed 
principally to the reduction of the enemy’s works. 

The enemy’s loss during the siege, is computed to 
have been 400 killed and wounded. The loss to the 
king’s troeps was only seven killed and five wounded. 

On the 18th at night Lord Cornwallis marched with a 
corps from camp, and passed the Delaware on the 19th, 
from Chester to Billing’s Port, where he was joined 
by Major General Sir Thomas Wilson, with a corps that 
arrived a few days before from New York under his 
command, haying with him Brigadier Generals Leslie 
and Pattison. 

As soon as the necessary preparations were made, his 
lordship pursued his march to attack the enemy en- 
trenched at Red-Rank. Upon his approach the rebels 
evacuated the post, and retired to Mount Holly, where 
they joined a corps of observation, detached from the 
main army of the rebels, encamped at White Marsh. 
The entrenchment being demolished, his corps return-. 
ed to Gloucester on the 27th, and joined the army in 
this camp. 

The enemy’s shipping having no longer any protec- 
tion, and not finding it advisable to attempt the passage 
of the river, the channel being commanded by the bat- 
teries of the town, and the Delaware Frigate, they were 
quitted, without being dismantled, and burnt on the 
night between the 20th and 21st; but the gallies of a 
similar draught of water, by keeping close along the 
Jersey shore, escaped, from the great breadth of the 
river. 

A forward movement against the enemy will imme- 
diately take place, and I hope will be attended with 
the success that is due to the spirit and activity of his 
Majesty’s troops. 

The passage of the river, by the reduction of the two 
places aforementioned, has been sufficiently opened to 
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bring up frigates and transports; but the removal of the | your Lordship for the fullest information that may be 
Chevaux de Frise is postponed to a more favourable | required, I have the honour to be, &e. 


season. 

Major General Sir Thomas Spencer Wilson having re- | 
presented the very critical situation of his private con- | 
cerns in England, has my leave to return, and has taken 
charge of my dispatches to your lordship, by the Eagle 
Packet. With the most perfect respect I have the ho- | 
nour to be, &c. W. HOWE. | | 

Vast numbers of ordnance and military stores were | 
found in the fort of Mud Island, and that of Red Bank. | 

On the 11th instant, Lord George Germain received 
an express from Sir William Howe, brought by the Earl | 
of Cornwallis, dated Philadelphia. Dec. 13, 1777. This | 
letter contains an account of Gen. Howe’s endeavours 
to bring the rebels toa general engagement. With this 
view he marched his army to White Marsh, where the 
enemy’s whole force lay strongly intrenched. Several 
skirmishes ensued, with some loss on the side of the 
king’s troops, who put the enemy to flight in every at- 
tack, with slaughter. General Howe however, finding 
that the enemy’s camp was as strong on their centre and 
left as upon the right, that they seemed determined not 
to quit their position, and being unwilling to expose the 
troops longer to the weather in this inclement season, 
without tents or baggage of any kind for officers or men, 
he returned on the 5th of December to Philadelphia, 
where the troops are now gone into winter-quarters— 
so that the campaign in America seems finished for this 
season. A reinforcement was sent to General Clinton at 
New York, upon his representation of a want of troops 
for the defence of that post. | 

FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE. } 
Whitehall, March 17, 1778. | 
Copy of a Letter from Gen. Sir William Howe to Lord | 

G. Germain, one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries | 

of State, dated at Philadelphia, the 19th of January, 

1778. 

My Lord,—The present appearance of the weather 
encouraging me to hope the river will de sufficiently | 
open ina few days to admit of a packet sailing, I have 
prepared my dispatches to this date, and shall send them | 
off without waiting for the receipt of those from your | 
Lordship by the Lord Hyde packet, which I am inform. | 
ed by Sir Henry Clinton arrived at New York the Ist in- | 
stant, and were detained upon a supposition that the na- | 
vigation of this river would not be open for a ship of | 
force, and not thinking it advisable to trust them in the | 
packet, or in the armed vessel bringing the advice. 

There has not any thing more material happened since | 
the departure of Lord Cornwallis, who I requested to | 
be the bearer of my last dispatches, than the passing a | 
considerable detachment of the army across the Schuyl- 
kill on the 22d of December, to take post on the heights | 
of Derby, in order to cover the collecting and trans- | 
porting by water, as well as by land, a large quantity of 
forage which that country afforded. About 1000 tons 
were brought in, a quantity judged to be nearly suffi- 
cient for the winter consumption; and the detachment 
returned on the 28th of December, without any further 
attempts from the enemy to retard the progress of the 
foragers, than from small parties skulking, as is their 
custom, to seize upon the straggling soldiers: One of 
these parties, consisting of two officers and 30 men, 
were decoyed by two dragoons of the 17th regiment 
into an ambuscade, and made prisoners. 

On the 30th and 31st of December the troops went 
into winter quarters in this town, where they are well 
accommodated. 

The enemy’s army, excepting a detachment of 1200 
men at Wilmington, is hutted in the woods near Valley 
Forge upon the Schuylkill, 26 miles from hence, and in 
a very strong position. 

Colonel Harcourt, who will have the honour of pre- 
senting these dispatches, has my leave to goto England 
upon his private affairs, to whom I beg leave to refer 





W. HOWE. 
Lond. Mag. 1778. 





CHARITY. 


| AN ODE, Sacred to the memory of WILLIAM PENN, 
the founder of Pennsylvania, by Peter Markoe, former- 
ly of Philadelphia. 


“4 SCEND the bark, the sail expand, 
And fly the blood-polluted land, 

The tyrant’s rage and bigot’s zeal 
Already whet the murd’ring steel, 
Whilst virtue from the scene retires, 
As persecution lights her fires. 


‘Ascend the bark, expand the sail; 
Thy God shall grant the fav’ring gale, 
And awe-struck waves the ship respect, 
Which piety and faith direct, 

As from this land of rage and tears, 
The Philosophic Chief she bears. 


“T see, Isce the untaught band, 
Mildly they welcome thee to land, 
Thy brow no sullen fury wears; 

No dark resentment lowers on theirs. 
Can piety and justice fail? 

Ascend the bark; expand the sail.” 


Thus Charity the Chief address’d, 

And warm’d with sacred zeal his breast- 
His ready feet the bark ascend; 

His friends, a pious train, attend. 

Hope smiles, affection vainly pleads, 
And Albion’s guilty shore recedes. 


Each wind in gentler breezes blows; 
With gentler current ocean flows, 
As if (what will not virtue charm?) 
His pious yows their rage disarm; 
And Delaware’s capacious breast 
Exulting bears the welcome guest, 


“Ye gazing tribes! your fears forego; 

No plund’rer I, or crael foe. 

These hands, in war’s dire trade unskill’d, 
No spear pretend or falchion wield, 

Nor from my bark, with art accurst, 

Shall light’ning fly or thunder burst. 


**O’er wide-extended lands you roam; 
We seek alas! a peaceful home. 
These gifts your kindness shall repay.” 
His friends the useful stores display. 
Virtue the treaty ratified, 

And reason smil’d with decent pride. 


‘Ye people, hear! (again he spoke) 
Who groan beneath a double yoke, 
The voice of Charity revere; 

No holy tyrant threatens here; 

No despot rules with cruel sway; 
Securely toil, securely pray. 


“Religion who sball dare restrain? 
New systems chuse or old retain. 
From temples let your vows ascend, 
Or private in your closets bend. 

By priestly zeal or power unaw’d, 
Let all in freedom worship God.” 


The British isles with rapture heard; 

His voice the suff’ring German chear’d.- 

In crouds they hasten to the shore, 

And hear, unmovy’d old ocean roar. 

Their shores they quit, and dangers slight, 
Religion, Freedom, Peace inyite. 


oe 


ee ee 


- 
: 
si 
- 
‘ia 
i 
. 
! 
f 








Ye statesmen, whom weak minds revere! 
Ye kings, who empire build on fear! 
With candid minds survey the plan, 

And venerate the upright man, 

Who, not to selfish views confin’d, 
Studied the good of all mankind. 


Iie spoke not to unwilling slaves; 
The forest falls, the harvest waves; 
The curve-disdaining street extends; 
The dock resounds, the mast ascends. 
Hope vig’rous labour sweetly chears, 
And property the bliss endears. 


To neighb’ring shores and distant lands 
His worth a bright example stands. 

A fertile region bears his name; 
Philosophy exalts his fame; 

The arts his matchless deeds record, 
And Heay’n bestows the great reward. 


SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION. 


We are under great obligations to a correspondent 
for the annexed valuable communication. It will be 
read with interest, and be productive of benefit. The 
** stone coal” spoken of, we presume to be the common 
bituminous mineral coal, not anthracite. The ‘stone 
coal” of the Schuylkill, the Lehigh, and of Pennsylva- 
nia generally, is not liable to spontaneous combustion. 

| durora & Penn. Gaz. 

Spontaneous Combustion of Stone Coal and of Char- 
roal.—The late fire in the store of the Messrs. Stanton’s, 
is supposed to have originated in the spontaneous com- 
bustion of a heap of Liverpool coal, deposited under the 
stairway that leads to the upper counting room. It is 
worthy of inquiry whether this coal, of itself, will ignite 


if laid in wet, or by being exposed to the addition of 


other materials occasionally thrown among it, such as 
spirits, oil, &c. We would thank any person, capable 
of giving correct information on this subject, to favour 
us with a communication enumerating the circum- 
stances under which spontaneous combustion may be 
produced in Liverpool or any other coals —V. Y. Gaz. 

We can give the information required by the editor 


of the New York Gazette, from Dr. Meases’s * Ar- | 


chives of Useful Knowledge,” vol. Sd, p. 187. 

«* About the 10th July 1812, 1200 bushels of Virginia 
coal, were put into a close cellar in Philadelphia, and 
about the middle of September, the owners wishing to 
remove them from the establishment, sold a great quan- 
tity of it. The coals were then found to be so hot, and 
to emit so much smoke, as to excite alarm, and required 
several hogsheads of water to cool them. This coal 
contained a considerable quantity ofsulphur. ‘The same 
quantity of coal had been put in the same cellar, seve- 
ral times during the last five years, without showing any 
disposition to heat. 

About the time the occurrence just mentioned took 
place, the coal in the great vault of the water works, at 
the Centre Square, containing between sixteen thousand 
and eighteen thousand bushels of Virginia coal, was dis- 
covered to be very hot, and upon removing the surface 
of it, under one of the vault trap-doors, which were 
even with the ground, a dense smoke immediately 
issued. 
the coal, and pouring an immense quantity of water 
into the vault, the progress of the combusfion was 
checked. Such was the degree of heat extricated, 
that a man could not stay in the vault to shovel out 
the coal, more than a few minutes at a time. Some 
lumps of coal were completely reduced to coke. The 
vault had been filled to the top, and was of course de- 
prived of air. 

In the memoirs of the Royal Academy of Paris, it is 
stated that two magazines, containing each about 1,200 
chaldrons of stone coal, took fire shortly afterthey were 
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By throwing out several hundred bushels of 
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filled. The magazines were built close and compact, 
they were also covered in, and filled close to the top.— 
| After the fire was extinguished, a rafter of deal which 
was within the building near the door, was found half 
| burnt, and a beam which the coal touched, was in the 
| same condition. They had not ignited, but were burnt 
| through to acinder: the coals which lay on the top of 
| the heap, were only warmed by the smoke that had 
| passed through them, but those in the middle had lost 
| their inflammability, and were half calcined, but near 
| the bottom they had suffered no injury, nor éven con- 
| tracted the least heat. It is also stated, that previously 
to the construction of those magazines, coal had been 
constantly exposed to the weather without being infla- 
med, 

A similar accident took place in Philadelphia, some 
ycars before, from a large quantity of Virginia coal hay- 
ing been heaped under a close arch. 

In the year 1794, 1,600 tons of coal in the King’s yard 
at Copenhagen, inflamed after some time, and was en- 
tirely consumed, together with 1,400 houses. 

In the Domestic Encylopedia, (article Inflammation, ) 
the editor has enumerated several substances, which un- 
der particular circumstances spontaneously inflamed; 

| and it may be serviceable to mention, as a caution to 
woollen manufacturers, that a destructive fire at Lodge- 
more mills near Stroud, in Gloucestershire, which hap- 
pened June, 1811, was occasioned by a quantity of 
flocks impregnated with Currier’s oil being left on the 
) floor. 
| In the Archives, vol. 2d, p. 403, mention is made of 
| the spontaneous inflammation of charcoal, from the pres- 
/sure of mill-stones, and from pounding charcoal ina 
pestle of a powder mill; in one case, the combustion 


| took place in a quantity of charcoal which had been laid 
| in a garret. 


REVOLUTIONARY ANECDOTE. 


Colonel Menzies.—Some time previous to the evacua- 
tion of Charleston, Colonel Mentzies of the Peansylva 
nia Line, received a letter from a Hessian officer within 
the garrison, who had once been a prisoner, and treated 
by him with kindness, expressing an earnest desire to 
show his gratitude, by executing any commission with 
which he would please to honour him. Colonel Menzies 
| replied to it, requesting him to send him twelve dozen 
| Cigars; but, being a German by birth, and little accus- 
tomed to express himself in English, he was not very 
accurate in his orthography, and wrote Sizars. Twelve 
dozen pair of Scissors were accordingly sent him,which, 
for a time, occasioned much mirth in the camp, at the 
Colonel’s expense; but no man knew better how to 
profit from the mistake. Money was not, at the period, 
in circulation; and by the aid of his runner, distributing 
his Scissors over the country, in exchange for poultry, 
Colonel Menzies lived luxuriously, while the fare of his 
| brother officers was a scanty pittance of famished beef, 
| bull frogs from ponds, and crayfish from the neighbour- 

ing ditches —Garden’s Anec. 











Straw Paper.-~We understand a mill, for the manu- 
facture of paper from straw, has been erected at Cham- 
bersburg, which it is expected will succeed very well. 
The paper is strong, and substantial, and well calculated 
for wrapping paper.— Miner’s Journal. 
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